HITLER   AND   I

von Hessel, the German Ambassador in Rome, had
received instructions from President Hindenburg,
from the Minister von Neurath and from his friend
von Papen, and he felt certain that Mussolini was
merely acting as these men's mouthpiece.

His anger concentrated on von Papen; on June 16
he met Goebbels in Munich.

The Minister of Propaganda gave him a satisfactory
report on his conversations with Roehm.

'Wait a while,5 said Hitler. 'There are other
problems to be settled first.5

On June 17 von Papen, the Vice-Chancellor, made
a speech at Marburg which left no further possibility
of doubt.

Papen5 s role is very often under-estimated by super-
ficial observers of German politics. One sees him
described as a brilliant knight-errant of politics, a
diplomat alternately stupid and acute, as the man
who put Hitler in power, but one tends to forget his
overweening ambition and his complete unscrupulous-
ness. It is also easily forgotten that von Papen will
never forgive Goering for having supplanted him as
Prime Minister of Prussia, leaving him with no more
than the Vice-Chancellorship. Those who appre-
ciated these points were not at all surprised that four
of von Papen's secretaries and colleagues were killed
in the June 30 purge. This was Goering's way of
settling a personal grudge. The diplomat had good
reason to believe that he had a very narrow escape
himself.
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